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SOUTH FIRE DISTRICT 

OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN 

COMMISSIONERS MEETING 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2020 

MINUTES 

Present:  Commissioners Bartolotta, Giuliano, Kleckowski, and Thazhampallath, Chief Howley, Fire 

Department members and members of the public. 

1) CALL TO ORDER  Secretary Kleckowski called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. 

 

2) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was recited. 

 

3) ELECTION OFFICERS 

MOTION to nominate Geen Thazhampallath as Secretary by Comm. Giuliano/Comm. Bartolotta.  

Unanimously approved. 

MOTION to nominate Deborah Kleckowski as Vice Chairman by Comm. Bartolotta/Comm. Giuliano.  

Unanimously approved. 

MOTION to nominate Mary Bartolotta as Chairman by Comm. Thazhampallath/Comm. Giuliano.  

Unanimously approved. 

 

4) OPEN PUBLIC SESSION Chairman Bartolotta opened the Public Session at 7:04 p.m.   

Daniel Penney 

Mr. Penney spoke to agenda item #6A-Regular Minutes of January 13, 2020 to be approved.  Mr. 

Penney expressed his concern about the Commission voting to accept the new Local 3918 contract 

without discussion during the meeting. 

Commissioner Giuliano called point of order because the topic was not on the agenda.  The item on the 

agenda was the approval of the minutes, and Mr. Penney’s complaint was not that the minutes were 

incorrect.  Chairman Bartolotta accepted Commissioner Giuliano’s point of order, and it was ruled well 

taken. 

Mr. Penney also spoke agenda item #15A-New Business, Set Special Election Date.  Mr. Penney 

expressed his disagreement with the special election, and requested the Commission to appoint him to 

the remaining term of the commissioner vacancy which occurred on February 2, 2020.  He supports his 

request with a copy of the legal opinion he obtained. (Copy attached.) 

Phil Russo, Local 3918 Secretary, and SFD Building Committee Member 

Mr. Russo expressed the Local 3918 union point of view regarding the building renovation to the 

Commission.  The Union is of the opinion the project should be downsized to use the available grant 

funds, instead of seeking additional funding.  The Building Committee was formed in October 2016, and 

the renovation has not started. 

5) CLOSE PUBLIC SESSION Chairman Bartolotta closed the Public Session at 7:11 p.m. 
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6) MINUTES TO BE APPROVED 

A) Regular Meeting of January 13, 2020 

MOTION to approve the minutes of the January 13, 2020 regular meeting by Comm. 

Kleckowski/Comm. Thazhampallath.  Unanimously approved. 

B) Annual Meeting of February 3, 2020 

MOTION to approve the minutes of the February 3, 2020 annual meeting by Comm. 

Giuliano/Comm. Kleckowski.  Unanimously approved. 

 

7) TAX COLLECTOR’S REPORT was reviewed by the Commission. 

A) TAX REBATES 

MOTION to approve tax rebates to various taxpayers in the amount of $239.87 by Comm. 

Kleckowski/Comm. Giuliano.  Unanimously approved. 

 

B) The Commission reviewed the Tax Collector’s report submitted by Tax Collector Cindy Gotta. 

MOTION to approve the Tax Collector’s Report by Comm. Kleckowski/Comm. Giuliano.  

Unanimously approved. 

 

8) MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORTS were reviewed by the Commission. 

MOTION to approve the Monthly Financial Reports by Comm. Giuliano/Comm. Thazhampallath.  

Unanimously approved. 

 

9) CHIEF’S REPORT 

The Commission reviewed the reports submitted by Chief Howley.  

MOTION to approve the Chief’s report by Comm. Thazhampallath/Comm. Giuliano.  Unanimously 

approved.  

 

10) DEPUTY CHIEF’S REPORT 

The Commission reviewed the report submitted by Deputy Chief Trzaski. 

MOTION to approve the Deputy Chief’s report by Comm. Giuliano/Comm. Kleckowski.  Unanimously 

approved. 

 

11) FIRE MARSHAL’S REPORT 

The Commission reviewed the report submitted by Fire Marshal James Mastroianni. 

MOTION to approve the Fire Marshal’s report by Comm. Thazhampallath/Comm. Kleckowski.  

Unanimously approved. 

 

12) CAPTAIN’S REPORT 

The Commission reviewed the report submitted by Captain Fischer. 

MOTION to approve the Captain’s report by Comm. Thazhampallath/Comm. Giuliano.  Unanimously 

approved. 
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13) COMMISSIONER’S REPORT 

BUILDING COMMITTEE  

Commissioner Thazhampallath advised the February meeting was cancelled, but provided a status 

update. 

MOTION to direct the Building Committee to take all steps to value engineer the project in order to 

complete the renovation and to fall within the amounts approved and budget not to exceed the grant 

by Comm. Giuliano/Comm. Kleckowski.  Unanimously approved. 

 

14) OLD BUSINESS 

None. 

 

15) NEW BUSINESS 

A.  SET SPECIAL ELECTION DATE 

MOTION to set the special election date to Tuesday, March 31, 2020 by Comm. Kleckowski/Comm. 

Giuliano.  Unanimously approved. 

 

B.  SET BUDGET WORKSHOPS 

MOTION to set Budget Workshops follows: 

 

Wednesday, March 18th at 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, April 1st at 6:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, April 14th at 6:30 p.m. 

 

by Comm. Thazhampallath/Comm. Giuliano. Unanimously approved. 

 

16) ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION to adjourn by Comm. Kleckowski/Comm. Giuliano.  Unanimously approved. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:57 p.m. 

Submitted by, 

 

 
Kathleen M. Kiley 








